THE CONTRAST

When they were brought into the sick man's room, James
beheld amongst them three persons whom he little expected to
meet in such a situation : Idle Isaac, Wild Will, and Bullying
Bob. The wounded man swore positively to their persons.
Bullying Bob was the person who gave him the fatal blow ;
but Wild Will began the assault, and Idle Isaac shoved him
overboard; they were all implicated in the guilt ; and, instead
of expressing any contrition for their crime, began to dispute
about which was most to blame : they appealed to James ; and,
as he would be subpoenaed on their trial, each endeavoured to
engage him in his favour. Idle Isaac took him aside, and said
to him, 6 You have no reason to befriend my brothers. I can
tell you a secret: they are the greatest enemies your family ever
had. It was they who set fire to your father's hay-rick. Will
was provoked by your sister Fanny's refusing him ; so he deter-
mined, as he told me, to carry her off; and he meant to have
done so, in the confusion that was caused by the fire; but
Bob and he quarrelled the very hour that she was to have been
carried off; so that part of the scheme failed. Now I had no
hand in all this, being fast asleep in my bed; so I have more
claim to your good word, at any rate, than my brothers can
have: and so, when we come to trial, I hope you'll speak to
my character.'

Wild Will next tried his eloquence. As soon as he found
that his brother Isaac had betrayed the secret, he went to
James, and assured him the mischief that had been done was
a mere accident; that it was true he had intended, for the
frolic's sake, to raise the cry of fire, in order to draw Fanny
out of the house; but that he was shocked when he found how
the jest ended.

As to Bullying Bob, he brazened the matter out; declaring
he had been affronted by the Franklands, and that he was glad
he had taken his revenge of them ; that, if the thing was to be
done over again, he would do it; that James might give him
what character he pleased upon trial, for that a man could be
hanged but once.

Such were the absurd, bravadoing speeches he made, while
he had an alehouse audience round him, to admire his spirit;
but a few hours changed his tone. He and his brothers were
taken before a magistrate. Till the committal was actually
made out, they had hopes of being bailed : they had despatched
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